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31st October 2025 

Dear Partners, 
As we enter one of the busiest periods of the year for policing in Westminster, I want to update you on Operation Baselife, the first of our autumn intensification plan for the West End.

From next week, you will notice a significant increase in police visibility across Westminster and specifically the West End. Over 100 officers will be deployed as part of this proactive operation, supported by specialist assets from across the Metropolitan Police Service. This includes both uniformed and covert teams working to reduce key offences such as theft from person, retail theft, robbery, violence against women and girls (VAWG), and violence against the person.

It is important to stress that this is not in response to a specific incident. Instead, it reflects our ongoing commitment to ensuring that Westminster, and particularly the West End remains a safe, welcoming, and thriving environment for residents, businesses, and the millions of visitors who come here each month.

We recognise that perception is just as important as reality when it comes to London’s global reputation. Businesses, shoppers, and visitors alike rely on confidence in our city’s safety. Operation Baselife is designed not only to drive crime down but also to show that crime is being tackled through highly visible policing, proactive operations, and clearer communication about our results.

During this period of action, officers will be working in micro-beats, deploying at the specific times and places where offences are most likely to occur. Alongside visible patrols, covert activity will also be taking place to target offenders and deter criminal behaviour.

These efforts sit within the wider A New Met for London programme, which ensures that local issues are addressed through borough-led crime fighting plans, supported by specialist resources when required. Operation Baselife exemplifies how local priorities developed with you, our partners are matched with the right support to make a tangible difference.

Your continued partnership and communication are vital to the success of these efforts. Please do share any local intelligence, emerging concerns, or feedback with your dedicated neighbourhood teams so we can ensure our activity continues to reflect the needs of the community.

Thank you for your ongoing support and collaboration in helping keep Westminster safe.
Yours sincerely,

Superintendent Natasha Evans
Borough Superintendent – Westminster
Metropolitan Police Service

